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Faith Lutheran Church-LCMS                                           Rev. Joshua Reber, Pastor 
3000 County Road 8 SE                                          Cell: 320-227-4026 
St. Cloud, MN   56304             Email: pastorjoshuareber@gmail.com 
Office: 320-252-3315               www.faithstcloud.org 
faithlutheransc@msn.com                                                                                                            
       

“We glorify God by sharing the Good News about Jesus with our ‘neighbors’ and by teaching and 
equipping His followers for their ministry of Faith.” (Faith’s Purpose Statement) 

 

The Baptism of Our Lord 
January 12, 2025 

 

Welcome to worship at Faith Lutheran Church. May you experience the love of Jesus in 
the midst of this congregation. Visitors, we are blessed by your presence. Please 
introduce yourself to Pastor Reber sign our guestbook found in the entryway and join us 
for refreshments in the Fellowship Hall following our service. 
 

Opening Hymn            All Christians Who Have Been Baptized            LSB 596 
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5 O Christian, firmly hold this gift 

    And give God thanks forever! 

It gives the power to uplift 

    In all that you endeavor. 

When nothing else revives your soul, 

Your Baptism stands and makes you whole 

    And then in death completes you. 

6 So use it well! You are made new— 

    In Christ a new creation! 

As faithful Christians, live and do 

    Within your own vocation, 

Until that day when you possess 

His glorious robe of righteousness 

    Bestowed on you forever! 
 

Text: Paul Gerhardt, 1607–76; tr. Jon D. Vieker, 1961, Tune: Etlich Cristlich lider, 1524, Wittenberg 

Text: © 2004 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003123, Tune: Public domain 

 

~ Divine Service, Setting One ~ 
 

Invocation 
   

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 

Confession and Absolution 
 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and 

cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 
 

P 
 

Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We 

have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and 
by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we 
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and 
eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. 
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk 
in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 
 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives 
you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I 
therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of 
the Holy Spirit.  

C Amen. 
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Introit   Psalm 2:7–11, 12c; antiphon: Isaiah 42:1a 
 

P Behold my servant, whom I uphold, 
C  my chosen, in whom my soul delights. 

I will tell of the decree: 
 The LORD said to me, “You are my Son; today I have begotten you. 
Ask of me, and I will make the nations your heritage, 
 and the ends of the earth your possession. 
You shall break them with a rod of iron 
 and dash them in pieces like a potter’s vessel.” 
Now therefore, O kings, be wise; 
 be warned, O rulers of the earth. 
Serve the LORD with fear, 
 and rejoice with trembling, 
for his wrath is quickly kindled. 
 Blessèd are all who take refuge in him. 

 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 

P Behold my servant, whom I uphold, 
C  my chosen, in whom my soul delights. 

 

Kyrie          Page 152 
 

Pastor: In peace let us pray to the Lord. 
 

 

 

Pastor: For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. 
 

 
 

Pastor: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, 
and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. 

 

 
 

Pastor: For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise,  
Let us pray to the Lord.  
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Pastor: Help, save, comfort and defend us, gracious Lord. 
 

 
 

Gloria in Excelsis 
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Salutation and Collect of the Day 
 

 
 

 
 

P Let us pray. 
 

Father in heaven, at the Baptism of Jesus in the Jordan River You proclaimed Him 
Your beloved Son and anointed Him with the Holy Spirit. Make all who are baptized 
in His name faithful in their calling as Your children and inheritors with Him of 
everlasting life; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

 
  

Old Testament Reading      Isaiah 43:1–7 
 

1But now thus says the LORD, he who created you, O Jacob, he who formed you, O 
Israel: “Fear not, for I have redeemed you; I have called you by name, you are mine. 
2When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; and through the rivers, they shall 
not overwhelm you; when you walk through fire you shall not be burned, and the flame 
shall not consume you. 3For I am the LORD your God, the Holy One of Israel, your Savior. 
I give Egypt as your ransom, Cush and Seba in exchange for you. 4Because you are 
precious in my eyes, and honored, and I love you, I give men in return for you, peoples in 
exchange for your life. 5Fear not, for I am with you; I will bring your offspring from the 
east, and from the west I will gather you. 6I will say to the north, Give up, and to the 
south, Do not withhold; bring my sons from afar and my daughters from the end of the 
earth, 7everyone who is called by my name, whom I created for my glory, whom I formed 
and made.” 
                                                          

P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm     Psalm 29 
 

P Ascribe to the LORD, O heavenly beings, 
C  ascribe to the LORD glory and strength. 

Ascribe to the LORD the glory due his name; 
 worship the LORD in the splendor of holiness. 
The voice of the LORD is over the waters; 
 the God of glory thunders, 
 the LORD, over many waters. 
The voice of the LORD is powerful; 
 the voice of the LORD is full of majesty. 
The voice of the LORD breaks the cedars; 
 the LORD breaks the cedars of Lebanon. 
He makes Lebanon to skip like a calf, 
 and Sirion like a young wild ox. 
The voice of the LORD 
 flashes forth flames of fire. 
The voice of the LORD shakes the wilderness; 
 the LORD shakes the wilderness of Kadesh. 
The voice of the LORD makes the deer give birth 
 and strips the forests bare, 
 and in his temple all cry, “Glory!” 
The LORD sits enthroned over the flood; 
 the LORD sits enthroned as king forever. 
May the LORD give strength to his people! 
 May the LORD bless his people with peace! 

 

Epistle      Romans 6:1–11 
 

1What shall we say then? Are we to continue in sin that grace may abound? 2By no 
means! How can we who died to sin still live in it? 3Do you not know that all of us who 
have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? 4We were buried 
therefore with him by baptism into death, in order that, just as Christ was raised from the 
dead by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in newness of life.  5For if we have 
been united with him in a death like his, we shall certainly be united with him in a 
resurrection like his. 6We know that our old self was crucified with him in order that the 
body of sin might be brought to nothing, so that we would no longer be enslaved to sin. 
7For one who has died has been set free from sin. 8Now if we have died with Christ, we 
believe that we will also live with him. 9We know that Christ being raised from the dead 
will never die again; death no longer has dominion over him. 10For the death he died he 
died to sin, once for all, but the life he lives he lives to God. 11So you also must consider 
yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus. 
                                                                        

P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
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Alleluia and Verse  
 

 

 
 

Holy Gospel Luke 3:15-22 
 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the third chapter. 
  

 
 

15As the people were in expectation, and all were questioning in their hearts concerning 
John, whether he might be the Christ, 16John answered them all, saying, “I baptize you 
with water, but he who is mightier than I is coming, the strap of whose sandals I am not 
worthy to untie. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and with fire. 17His winnowing fork 
is in his hand, to clear his threshing floor and to gather the wheat into his barn, but the 
chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.” 18So with many other exhortations he preached 
good news to the people. 19But Herod the tetrarch, who had been reproved by him for 
Herodias, his brother’s wife, and for all the evil things that Herod had done, 20added this 
to them all, that he locked up John in prison. 21Now when all the people were baptized, 
and when Jesus also had been baptized and was praying, the heavens were opened, 
22and the Holy Spirit descended on him in bodily form, like a dove; and a voice came from 
heaven, “You are my beloved Son; with you I am well pleased.” 
 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
  

 
 

Baptism of Evelyn Ann Phaneuf         (p. 268) 

  



8 

 

Hymn of the Day             To Jordan’s River Came Our Lord             LSB 405          
 

 

 

 
 

5 The Father’s word, the Spirit’s flight 

Anointed Christ in glorious sight 

As God’s own choice, from Adam’s fall 

To save the world and free us all. 
 

6 Now rise, faint hearts, be resolute; 

This man is Christ, our substitute! 

He was baptized in Jordan’s stream, 

Proclaimed Redeemer, Lord supreme. 
 

Text: James P. Tiefel, 1949, alt., Tune: Musicalisch Hand-Buch der Geistlichen Melodien, 1690, Hamburg, alt. 
Text: © 1993 James P. Tiefel. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003123, Tune: Public domain 

 

Sermon 
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Prayer of the Church 
 

P Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people 
according to their needs. 

 

P Blessed Lord, You wonderfully foreshadowed the promise of Baptism in the passing 
of Your people through the Red Sea and Jordan River. In Christ and by His 
Baptism, You have kept Your Word and made Baptism the water of new life. Give 
us Your Holy Spirit, that we would walk as the new and holy people You have 
declared us to be. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

P We give You thanks that You call and gather the baptized into Your Church. 
Prosper the good work of preaching the Gospel and administering the life-giving 
Sacraments. Bless Matthew, our Synod president; Brady, our district president; our 
pastor; and all church workers, that their ministry would be faithful and fruitful. Lord, 
in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

P Preserve the family, especially all Christian homes. Turn husband and wife toward 
one another in love, equip fathers and mothers for their holy duty as teachers of the 
faith, and preserve all children in the saving faith and certain promises of their 
Baptism unto life everlasting. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

P Lord God, Your Son, Jesus, is the Christ and the true King of this world. Grant great 
humility to the rulers of the nations, especially Joseph and Donald, that they would 
submit to the preaching of His Holy Word for the sake of their own souls and for the 
good of Your holy people. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

P We give You thanks for standing with us in times of weakness, illness, despair and 
death. Give us every aid of Your Holy Spirit, that we may endure these afflictions 
and find comfort in the healing wounds of our Savior. [We especially remember 
_____________ and ask for their healing and relief according to Your will.] Lord, in 
Your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

P O Lord, as You have joined us to Christ’s death and resurrection in the Sacrament 
of Holy Baptism, so feed us His body and blood for forgiveness and life in the 
Sacrament of the Altar. Give to Your baptized children who partake of the Supper 
today tender hearts that confess their need and rejoice in Your gifts. Lord, in Your 
mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

P Lord God, heavenly Father, You manifested Yourself with the Holy Spirit in the 
fullness of grace at the Baptism of Your dear Son. With Your voice, You directed us 
to the One who has borne our sins, that we may receive grace and forgiveness. 
Keep us, we implore You, in the true faith. Since we have been baptized in 
accordance with Your command and the example of Your Son, strengthen our faith 
by Your Holy Spirit and lead us to everlasting life and salvation; through the same 
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

Offering 
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Offertory 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

~ Service of the Sacrament ~ 
 

Preface  
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P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give 
thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our 
Lord; for at His Baptism Your voice from heaven revealed Him as Your beloved Son, 
and the Holy Spirit descended on Him, confirming Him to be the Christ. Therefore 
with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify 
Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 

Sanctus  
 

 

 

 

 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 
 forever and ever. Amen. 
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The Words of Our Lord 
 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when 
He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; 
this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 
  

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, 
He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My 
T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you 
drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 

Pax Domini  
 

 
 

 
 

Agnus Dei  
 

 

 

 

 
 

Distribution - If you are new here, we ask that you would talk to Pastor before 

communing. We invite all members in good standing of Lutheran Church - Missouri 
Synod congregations to commune with us. If that isn't you - that is okay! We ask that you 
wouldn't commune today, but you can come forward and receive a blessing; just please 
cross your arms at the altar. If you have any questions, please talk to Pastor.  
(In the center of each tray of individual communion glasses are glasses containing non-
alcoholic wine. You may choose this option according to your conscience and/or need.) 
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Distribution Hymns 
 
                                     

                          Mark How the Lamb of God’s Self-Offering              LSB 600 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Text: Carl P. Daw, Jr., 1944, Tune: attr. Louis Bourgeois, c. 1510–61 

Text: © 1990 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003123, Tune: Public domain 
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                                 Jesus Comes Today with Healing                      LSB 620 
 

 

 

 

 
 

5 Let me praise God’s boundless favor, 

Whose own feast of love I savor, 

    Bidden by His gracious call. 

Wedding garments He provides me, 

With a robe of white He hides me, 

    Fits me for the royal hall. 
 

6 Now have I found consolation, 

Comfort in my tribulation, 

    Balm to heal the troubled soul. 

God, my shield from ev’ry terror, 

Cleanses me from sin and error, 

    Makes my wounded spirit whole. 
 

Text: Heinrich Puchta, 1808–58; tr. David W. Rogner, 1960, Tune: Johann Löhner, 1645–1705; adapt. Johann Balthasar König, 1691–1758 
Text: © David W. Rogner. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003123, Tune: Public domain 
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Post Communion Canticle ~ Thank the Lord 
  

 

 

 

 
 

Post-Communion Collect 
 

P Let us pray. 
 

 We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this 
salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us 
through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; 
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

 
 

Benediction                                                                             Numbers 6:24-26 
  

P The Lord bless you and keep you.  
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.  
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. 
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Hymn to Depart            I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light           LSB 411 
         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Text and tune: Kathleen Thomerson, 1934 

Text and tune: © 1970, 1975 Celebration. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003123 
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Today’s Bulletin Cover: The Lord looks upon His chosen people as precious 
because of His love. Christ, who has always been the eternal and beloved Son 
of the Father, willingly passed through the waters of a Baptism of repentance 
that He did not need. He brings blessing through the sacred waters of our 
Baptism as we are joined to Him, the only Son of the Father. When the Father 
looks upon us, He sees Christ. Because of this, we are precious and loved in 
His eyes as His dear children. 
 

 

 
 

 
   

      
   

 
 

 
 

Installation of 2025 Church Council Members will be held during our 
worship service next Sunday, January 19. All newly elected council members 
are asked to be in attendance. Special thanks to those council members 
whose terms expired at the end of 2024. 
 

The Tri-County Action Program is seeking volunteers for an important 
local program dedicated to providing free tax returns for low-income families 
and individuals, seniors, people with disabilities, and those who speak limited 
English. Volunteers are vital to our program as they work to provide 
invaluable tax services to those in need. No prior tax experience is needed 
(we provide all training) just a willingness to learn and a desire to help 
others! If you would be interested in volunteering, please go to this 
website: https://tricap.org/get-involved. 

https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftricap.org%2Fget-involved&data=05%7C02%7C%7Cf9aa31bcce9147c470cd08dd2e9a2724%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638717961801680898%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=VkcIUSC8K5TioVIinsIM0OaU3Dv79bWt%2BzMSoXBM0vk%3D&reserved=0
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A New Church Directory will be printed soon! We can 
include landline, individual cell phone numbers and personal 
email addresses along with your current home address. (We 

occasionally like to send an email if there are changes in 
schedules that occur after the monthly calendar or weekly 
bulletins are printed.) If you have information to update or 
add, please contact the church office as soon as possible. 
Call: 320-252-3315 (you can leave a message) or email: 
faithlutheransc@msn.com  

 

~ This Week at Faith ~ 
 

Today 1/12 Worship Service w/Holy Communion 10:15 a.m. 
  Fellowship Coffee 11:15 a.m. 

Tues. 1/14 Bible Study 9:30 a.m. 
Sat. 1/18 Post Holiday Gathering @ Dorein Johnson’s 2:00 p.m. 
Sun. 1/19 Christian Education Hour 9:15 a.m. 
  Worship Service w/Holy Communion 10:15 a.m. 
  Installation of New Church Council Members  
  Fellowship Coffee 11:15 a.m. 

 
 

Offerings & Attendance:  Sunday, January 5, 2025  
 

Envelopes $1,010.00  Attendance 32 
Loose & Visitors $700.00  Noisy Offering $182.75 

Special Funds $50.00  Joyful Response* $1,320.00 

Total $1,760.00    
 

 (In order to meet our budget for 2025, we need $2,561 per week.) 
 

Counters Today:  Julie Condon & Kevin Kazeck 
Counters Next Sunday: LuAnn Veenstra & Alan Peters 
Fellowship Coffee Today: Laura Hilden 
Fellowship Coffee Next Sunday: Sandy Strecker 
Communion Ware for January: Maggie Reber & Ruth Thompson 
 

 
 

*Joyful Response - Faith offers the Joyful Response program which is an 
electronic payment program that allows you to make offering payments 
automatically. It saves you time, money, and effort by authorizing payments 

of payments. The Joyful Response form is available on Faith's website, from 
the church office or on the table in the church entryway. Complete the form 

 
 

from your checking or savings account. You control the frequency and amount

and return it to the church office. Questions?

mailto:faithlutheransc@msn.com



